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An initiative of The Alannah and Madeline 
Foundation, the National Centre Against 
Bullying (NCAB) is a peak body working 
to advise and inform the Australian 
community on the issue of childhood 
bullying and the creation of safe schools 
and communities, including the issue of 
cybersafety.

Chaired by Former Chief Justice of the 
Family Court of Australia, The Hon. 
Alastair Nicholson AO RFD QC, NCAB 
plays an important role in speaking out 
for children and advocating for their right 
to be free from bullying.

Established in 2002, NCAB’s members 
include some of Australia’s leading 
experts in the field of bullying and 
cyberbullying – including psychologists, 
academics, researchers and educators.

Basing its position on the Kandersteg 
Declaration Against Bullying in 
Children and Youth 2007, NCAB holds 
that governments, communities, 
organisations, schools and individuals 
must take action to help reduce the 
incidence of bullying. NCAB works closely 
with school communities, governments 
and industry to highlight and address the 
issue.

Driven by best-practice research and 
expert knowledge, NCAB aims to:

• provide national leadership in 
addressing bullying and other negative 
behaviours and achieve safe and 
connected environments for young 
people;

• change attitudes about bullying, and 
related issues, and increase awareness 
of the harm it causes to individuals and 
society;

• build the capacity, knowledge and skill 
base of a range of sectors to enable 
them to address the issues of bullying 
and wellbeing; and

• drive evidence-based practice in the 
fields of bullying and wellbeing.

Visit ncab.org.au for research, resources 
and advice on bullying, or to download 
The Alannah and Madeline Foundation’s 
Bullying Hurts brochure.

Chair of the National Centre Against 
Bullying
The Hon. Alastair Nicholson AO RFD QC, 
Former Chief Justice of the Family Court 
of Australia.

Members
Marg Armstrong, Education Consultant, 
Just Practices,  President Victorian 
Association for Restorative Justice  (VARJ) 

Dr Pamela Bartholomaeus, Lecturer,  
School of Education, Flinders University

Elida Brereton, Education Consultant, 
Former Principal, Camberwell High 
School

Professor Marilyn Campbell, School 
of Cultural and Professional Learning, 
Faculty of Education, Queensland 
University of Technology 

Dr Michael Carr-Gregg, Adolescent 
psychologist and author

Sandra Craig, Manager, National Centre 
Against Bullying

Professor Donna Cross, Professor, Child 
and Adolescent Health, Child Health 
Promotion Research Centre, School 
of Exercise, Biomedical and Health 
Sciences, Edith Cowan University

Maree Davidson, Manager, Davidson 
Consulting

Evelyn Field, psychologist, author and 
speaker

Dr Andrew Fuller, Fellow of the 
Department of Psychiatry and the 
Department of Learning and Educational 
Development, University of Melbourne 

Coosje Griffiths, Manager, State-wide 
Student Services, Department of 
Education, Western Australia 

Professor Sheryl Hemphill, Professor of 
Psychology and leader of the Psychology 
Senior Proven Research Team, Australian 
Catholic University 

Gabrielle Leigh, President, Victorian 
Principals’ Association

Professor Helen McGrath, Adjunct 
Professor, School of Education, RMIT 
University & Deakin University

Robert Masters, Director, Robert Masters 
& Associates

Professor Toni Noble, Adjunct Professor, 
School of Educational Leadership. 
Faculty of Education Australian Catholic 
University 

Professor Ken Rigby, Adjunct Research 
Professor, School of Education, University 
of South Australia

Dr Sonia Sharp, Deputy Secretary, 
Department of Education and Early 
Childhood Development, Victoria

Professor Phillip Slee, Professor in 
Human Development School of Education, 
Flinders University South Australia 

Dr Barbara Spears, Senior Lecturer, 
Division of Education, Arts and Social 
Sciences, School of Education, University 
of South Australia 

Maree Stanley, Manager, Better Buddies 
Program, The Alannah and Madeline 
Foundation

Dr Judith Slocombe, CEO, The Alannah 
and Madeline Foundation

Irene Verins Senior Project Officer, Mental 
Health and Wellbeing; VicHealth

National Centre Against Bullying (NCAB)



I am delighted to welcome you to the 
Bullying Young People and the Law 
Symposium, a joint initiative of the 
National Centre Against Bullying (NCAB), 
the Australian Federal Police and Victoria 
University’s Sir Zelman Cowen Centre.

Over the next two days, you will be joined 
by some of Australasia’s pre-eminent 
legal, law enforcement and educational 
experts, along with policymakers, parents 
and a forum of young Australians, as we 
explore the role of law in reducing the 
impact of bullying. 

We intend to develop proposals by which 
Australia’s criminal and civil law can be 
modified to cope with the issue of bullying, 
and explore ways in which we can create 
unified national laws to address all forms 
of bullying, and promote a coordinated 
approach to the way federal and state and 
territory law enforcement authorities deal 
with the issue.

The importance of this considered 
discussion cannot be overstated. While 
issues around bullying are not new, we 
are seeing significant changes in the 
nature and impact of bullying, as the 
increasing penetration of social media 
exacerbates the potential harm and 
extends the reach of bullying from the 
workplace, schoolyard and community, 
into the home. 

The speed of the changes in the media 
environment has not been matched by 
changes in either the criminal or the civil 
law, giving rise to a series of unintended 
consequences, ranging from confusion 
among teachers, parents, young people 
and law enforcement agencies about their 
respective responsibilities, to prosecution 
under child pornography legislation in 
circumstances that could not possibly 

have been considered when the laws were 
created.

It is time to address these anomalies 
and ensure our laws are updated, so as 
to be appropriate for the modern era, 
accessible to all Australians, and able to 
provide meaningful remedies to people 
who have suffered harm.

We look forward to engaging with you 
over the next two days. Through your 
collective knowledge and experience, 
we are confident we can develop a suite 
of recommendations that will enhance 
the effectiveness of the law in protecting 
young Australians and reducing the 
incidence of harm.

Yours sincerely,

Alastair Nicholson AO RFD QC

NCAB Chairman and Former Chief Justice 
of the Family Court of Australia

Bullying is one of the most common forms 
of violence against young Australians, 
with one in four young people reporting 
they are bullied every two weeks or 
more often. The impact can be serious 
and long-term, ranging from truancy 
and underperformance at school, to 
depression, self-harm and suicide.

The law has a crucial role to play in 
addressing this important social problem 
– it shapes social norms and helps to 
define what is acceptable and what is 
unacceptable in our community. For this 
reason, it is absolutely vital to ensure the 

law is accessible, appropriate and fit for 
purpose.

Developing appropriate laws regarding 
bullying is particularly important for 
our work at The Alannah and Madeline 
Foundation. Much of our time is spent 
working in schools, libraries, workplaces 
and the home to generate behaviour 
change aimed at creating smart, safe and 
responsible cultures, free from bullying 
in all its forms. This work is underpinned 
by the recognition that bullying is never 
ok, and appropriate laws are fundamental 
to establishing and sustaining this social 
norm.

The Bullying Young People and The Law 
Symposium, the first event of its kind in 
Australia, is therefore a very important 
initiative that has the potential to make 
a significant contribution to our ability 
to deliver on our mission of keeping all 
children safe from violence. 

I would like to thank each and every 
one of you for accepting the invitation to 
attend this symposium. Your contribution 
will be invaluable to developing proposals 
to improve Australian laws regarding 
bullying and providing a swifter and more 
practical response.

I would particularly like to thank the 
talented team at the National Centre 
Against Bullying (NCAB), which plays 
a pivotal role in advising and informing 
the Australian community on the issue 
of childhood bullying and the creation 
of safe schools and communities, and 
our symposium partners, the Australian 
Federal Police, the Sir Zelman Cowen 
Centre, part of the Victoria University, and 
Melbourne Short Stay Apartments.

I am looking forward to two days of 
vigorous discussion and debate and hope 
to generate outcomes that will have a 
demonstrable impact on the incidence of 
bullying in Australia.

Yours sincerely,

Dr Judith Slocombe 

CEO, The Alannah and Madeline 
Foundation

Welcome
FROM THE CHAIR OF NCAB 

FROM THE CEO OF THE ALANNAH AND MADELINE FOUNDATION 



Time Title Speaker/s

8:45 – 8:50 Opening of the symposium The Hon Alastair Nicholson AO RFD QC, Chair NCAB

8:50 - 9:00 Official welcome The Hon Frank Vincent AO QC, Provost Sir Zelman Cowen Centre,  
Victoria University

9:00 - 9:10 Remarks Ms Megan Mitchell, National Children’s Commissioner

9:10 - 9:35 Symposium overview The Hon Alastair Nicholson AO RFD QC, Chair NCAB

9:35 – 10:50 SESSION 1  

Part A: ‘Harmful Digital Communications;  
The adequacy of the current sanctions and remedies.’ 
The New Zealand Law Commission’s proposals for a 
new civil enforcement regime

Part B: Panel discussion

Chaired by

Judge Andrew Becroft, Principal Youth Court Judge, New Zealand

Speakers and panel discussion

Ms Cate Brett, Senior Research and Policy Adviser,  
New Zealand Law Commission

Judge David Harvey, District Court of New Zealand

Panel discussion 

Mr Martin Cocker, CEO, Netsafe New Zealand

10:50 – 11:20 Morning break

11:20 – 12:00 SESSION 2 

Psychological perspectives on bullying and the law

Professor Ken Rigby, University of South Australia

12:00 – 1:30 SESSION 3

Part A: The existing criminal law in Australia on 
cyberbullying: is there a need for change? 

Part B: Panel discussion

Chaired by

The Hon Alastair Nicholson AO RFD QC, Chair NCAB

Speakers and panel discussion

Professor Sally Kift, Queensland University of Technology

Professor Phillip Slee, Flinders University 

Professor Marilyn Campbell, Queensland University of Technology 

Dr Barbara Spears, University of South Australia

Panel discussion

Mr David Ford, Senior Partner, Emil Ford Lawyers 

Mr Andrew Knott SC, TressCox Lawyers 

Professor Sheryl Hemphill, Australian Catholic University

1:30 – 2:15 Lunch

2:15 – 3:30 SESSION 4  

Part A: Developing rights-based legal responses to 
sexting and cyberbullying incidents (Kelly Tallon)

Young people and sexting in Australia: ethics, 
representation and the law (Kath Albury)

Part B: Panel discussion

Chaired by

Dr Fiona McIntosh, General Manager - Programs, The Alannah and 
Madeline Foundation

Speakers and panel discussion 

Ms Kelly Tallon, Project Officer with the National Children’s and Youth 
Law Centre NSW

Dr Kath Albury, Senior Lecturer, Journalism and Media Research Centre 
University of NSW

Panel discussion

Dr Jenny Cartwright, Australian Federal Police 

Mr Bernie Geary, Principal Commissioner for Children and Young People, 
Victoria

Ms Megan Mitchell, National Children’s Commissioner 

3:30 – 4:00 Afternoon tea

4:00 – 5:15 SESSION 5 

Break-out groups: development of outcomes and 
recommendations

Facilitators

Professor Marilyn Campbell, Queensland University of Technology

Professor Sheryl Hemphill, Australian Catholic University

Professor Phillip Slee, Flinders University

Dr Barbara Spears, University of South Australia

5:15 – 7:00 Welcome reception

Day 1: Thursday 18 July 2013



Time Title Speaker/s

8:45 – 9:00 Remarks Mr Bernie Geary, Principal Commissioner for Children and Young People, 
Victoria

9:00 – 9:30 Overview of the previous day and outcomes,  
and program for day two The Hon Alastair Nicholson AO RFD QC, Chair NCAB

9:30 – 10:30 SESSION 1a  
Police and prosecution perspectives on bullying and 
the law

Chaired by
His Honour Judge Peter Couzens, President of the Children’s Court of 
Victoria

Speakers
Deputy Commissioner Michael Phelan APM, Australian Federal Police
Acting Deputy Commissioner Stephen Fontana APM, Victoria Police 
Mr John Champion SC, Director of Public Prosecutions, Victoria

10:30 – 11:00 Morning tea

11:00 – 11:30 SPECIAL PRESENTATION 
Presentation by The Hon Bill Shorten MP

Speaker
The Hon Bill Shorten MP, Federal Minister for Education and Workplace 
Relations

11:30 - 12:30 SESSION 1b
Judicial perspectives on bullying and the law

Chaired by
The Hon Alastair Nicholson AO RFD QC, Chair NCAB

Panel discussion
Speakers from Session 1a
The Hon Justice Chris Maxwell AC, President of the Court of Appeal, 
Supreme Court of Victoria 
The Hon Frank Vincent AO QC, Provost Sir Zelman Cowen Centre, Victoria 
University
His Honour Judge Couzens, President of the Children’s Court of Victoria
Judge Andrew Becroft, Principal Youth Court Judge, New Zealand
Magistrate Karen Fryar, Magistrate’s Court of the ACT
The Hon Tim Carmody SC, Commissioner, Queensland Child Protection 
Commission of Inquiry
Mr Clem Newton-Brown MP, Chair, Law Reform Committee, Victorian 
Parliament
Ms Jane Garrett MP, Deputy Chair, Law Reform Committee, Victorian 
Parliament

12:30 - 1:15 Lunch

1:15 - 2:15 SESSION 2  
Part A: Issues in relation to civil liability for damage 
caused by bullying
Part B: Panel discussion

Chaired by
The Hon Alastair Nicholson AO RFD QC, Chair NCAB

Speakers and panel discussion 
Mr David Ford, Senior Partner, Emil Ford Lawyers 
Mr Andrew Knott SC, TressCox Lawyers 

Panel discussion
Ms Elida Brereton, Education Consultant
Mr Matthew Chapman, Policy Advisor, Department for Education and 
Child Development, SA

2:15 - 3:00 SESSION 3  
The views of young people

Chaired by
Ms Elida Brereton, Education Consultant

3:00 - 3:30 Afternoon tea

3:30 - 4:30 SESSION 4 
Break-out groups: development of outcomes and 
recommendations

Facilitators
Professor Marilyn Campbell, Queensland University of Technology
Professor Sheryl Hemphill, Australian Catholic University
Professor Phillip Slee, Flinders University
Dr Barbara Spears, University of South Australia

4:30 - 4:50 Break

4:50 - 5:15 Agreement on final recommendations The Hon Alastair Nicholson AO RFD QC, Chair NCAB

Day 2: Friday 19 July 2013



Dr Kath Albury
Kath Albury is a Senior Lecturer at the 
Journalism and Media Research Centre 
at the University of New South Wales. 
Her current research projects focus on 
young people’s practices of mediated 
self-representation, particularly the 
role user-generated media (including 
social networking services) plays in 
young people’s friendships and intimate 
relationships, and their formal and 
informal sexual learning. Kath is the 
lead researcher on the Young People 
and Sexting in Australia: Ethics, 
Representation and the Law project, 
funded by the Australian Research 
Council Centre of Excellence in Creative 
Industries and Innovation at UNSW. Kath 
is also a community/workplace educator 
and facilitator, and a member of the Sex 
+ Ethics Leadership Group. In 2004-2005 
she designed and delivered innovative 
evidence-based educational programs 
promoting ethical relationships for the 
National Rugby League (NRL).  

Judge Andrew Becroft
His Honour Judge Andrew Becroft is 
the Principal Youth Court Judge of New 
Zealand. Judge Becroft graduated from 
Auckland University in 1981 with a  
BA. LLB (Hons) degree, and was 
appointed Principal Youth Court Judge in 
June 2001. Judge Becroft was a former 
council member of the Auckland District 
Law Society and the New Zealand Law 
Society. Judge Becroft is a current editor 
of LexisNexis Transport Law, is the 
Patron of the New Zealand Speak Easy 
Association Inc., which assists those with 
various forms of speech impediment and 
is the Chairperson of the Board of the 
Tertiary Students Christian Fellowship 
(NZ) Inc. He is a strong advocate of youth 
issues.

Ms Cate Brett
Cate Brett is a Senior Research and 
Policy Adviser with the New Zealand 
Law Commission, Te Aka Matua O Te 
Ture. Since joining the Commission in 
2008 she has been a lead adviser on a 
number of law reform projects including 
the Commission’s recent review of the 
regulatory environment for media in 
the digital era. Before joining the Law 
Commission she worked as a journalist 
and editor, including five years as editor 
of New Zealand’s national broadsheet, 
the Fairfax – owned Sunday Star-Times. 
Throughout her career she has retained 
a strong academic interest in media and 
the law, including undertaking a New 
Zealand Law Foundation research project 
examining the interaction between the 
police, courts and the media.

Ms Elida Brereton
Elida Brereton was a teacher and 
principal in the government school 
system for 43 years, finishing in January 
2010 after over 15 years as Principal 
of Camberwell High School. From May 
2010 Elida worked for the Department of 
Education’s Bastow Institute, mentoring 
and coaching new and intern principals, 
and is currently a consultant to some 
principals. She was the National 
President of the Australian College of 
Educators in 2002-04 and was head-
hunted by the ABC in 2006 to be Miss 
Margaret Murray, Principal of Summer 
Heights High in the TV series. Elida is 
a director on several boards including 
those of Foundation Boroondara and 
MLC. She is a member of, and strongly 
supports, NCAB. 

Prof Marilyn Campbell
Marilyn Campbell is a professor at the 
Queensland University of Technology. 
She is a registered teacher and a 
registered psychologist. Marilyn has 
previously supervised school counsellors 
and has worked in infant, primary and 
secondary schools as a teacher, teacher-
librarian and school counsellor. Her main 
clinical and research interests are the 
prevention and intervention of anxiety 
disorders in young people and the effects 
of bullying, especially cyberbullying in 
schools.  

Dr Jenny Cartwright
Jenny Cartwright attained her PhD 
from the University of Melbourne in 
2003. Dr Cartwright was employed at 
the Australian Institute of Criminology, 
Canberra for ten years managing 
a number of monitoring programs 
(homicide, drugs, armed robbery 
and firearms), and has extensive 
experience in conducting research. 
She has published widely and 
presented her findings both nationally 
and internationally. Dr Cartwright is 
currently employed with the Australian 
Federal Police as the Coordinator – 
Strategic Initiatives, High Tech Crime 
Operations (HTCO).  Dr Cartwright 
leads three Teams: (1) Cyber Crime 
Prevention; (2) National Missing Persons 
Coordination Centre; and (3) Strategic 
Management. Her teams are involved in 
the development and implementation of 
cybersafety crime prevention strategies, 
and awareness raising initiatives in 
relation to missing persons in Australia, 
as well as managing the business 
support function of HTCO.

Mr John Champion SC
John Champion became Director of 
Public Prosecutions on 1 November 
2011. Before his appointment he 
practised as a barrister for more than 33 
years, covering all aspects of criminal 
law including lengthy and complex trials 
involving murder, drug trafficking, white 
collar crime and terrorism, and matters 
before the Court of Appeal. Mr Champion 
was admitted to legal practice in 1976 
and signed the Victorian Bar Roll in 
1977. He was appointed Senior Counsel 
in 2003. Mr Champion was in-house 
counsel to the Commonwealth Director 
of Public Prosecutions from 1999 to 
2005, and is Victoria’s seventh Director of 
Public Prosecutions.

Mr Matthew Chapman
Matthew Chapman is an experienced 
teacher and school leader in a range 
of primary school settings in country 
and metropolitan South Australia. 
His current role is Policy Advisor in 
Student Behaviour Management with 
the Department for Education and 
Child Development. Part of Matthew’s 
current role is liaising closely with the 
South Australian Police in formulating 
advice to school principals in responding 
to suspected crime, where electronic 
evidence may be present. Matthew is 
also Executive Officer to the Coalition 
to decrease bullying, harassment and 
violence in South Australian schools. 
The coalition provides advice to the 
Minister and heads of department and 
features academic research expertise, 
representatives from Catholic and 
Independent schools and the South 
Australian Police. 

Mr Martin Cocker
Martin Cocker worked in the information 
communications industry for 12 years 
before joining NetSafe New Zealand as 
Executive Director in 2006. NetSafe’s 
positive, multi-stakeholder approach to 
cybersafety is widely respected locally 
and internationally. It has been providing 
cybersafety services to New Zealand 
schools and their communities under a 
contract with the Ministry of Education 
since 2001. Under Martin’s leadership, 
the not-for-profit organisation has also 
established a cyber crime reporting site 
(theorb.org.nz) in cooperation with seven 
enforcement agencies in 2010, and has 
coordinated the last two years of the NZ 
cyber security awareness programme.  

Biographies



His Honour Judge Peter Couzens
Judge Peter Couzens was appointed as 
a Judge of the County Court of Victoria 
and President of the Children’s Court 
of Victoria on May 1, 2013. Prior to his 
recent appointments, His Honour served 
as a Magistrate in the State of Victoria for 
approximately 23 years. His Honour was 
Co-ordinating Magistrate at the Prahran 
Magistrates Court between 1995 and 
1998, resident Magistrate at Wangaratta 
in North-East Victoria in 2003 and 2005, 
and Regional Co-ordinating Magistrate 
of the Grampians Region of Victoria from 
2010 to 2013. Prior to his appointment as 
a Magistrate, His Honour was a member 
of the Victorian Bar between 1976 and 
1990 and practised as a barrister in the 
areas of family law and personal injuries.

Mr Stephen Fontana APM
Stephen Fontana has been a member 
of Victoria Police for over 38 years and 
has spent the majority of his career as 
a criminal investigator. He also spent 
a number of years working at the 
Ethical Standards Department leading 
investigations into complaints against 
police and police corruption. Mr Fontana 
was promoted to the rank of Assistant 
Commissioner in charge of the State 
Emergencies and Security Department 
in early 2008. Mr Fontana commenced 
his current role as the Assistant 
Commissioner Crime Command 
on 1 July 2012, which manages the 
portfolios of Sexual & Family Violence, 
Serious Crime, Organised Crime and 
Investigations & Specialist Support 
across the state.

Mr David Ford
David Ford has had an interest in the 
way the law deals with bullying since 
the 1990s. His paper with Phillip Slee, 
Bullying is a Serious Issue – It is a 
Crime!, was one of the first serious 
examinations of the issue in Australia 
(published in the Australia & New 
Zealand  Journal of Law & Education 
(1999) Vol 4, No 1). He has continued to 
research, write, present and advise in the 
area, and presented at the 2010 NCAB 
Conference. David has presented at 
international conferences, and published 
numerous papers on topics such as 
enrolment procedures, discrimination, 
discipline and child protection.  

Mr Bernie Geary 
Bernie Geary has worked with vulnerable 
young people and their families for 
over 40 years, having been Victoria’s 
first outreach youth worker in West 
Heidelberg. Commencing in 2005 
as Victoria’s inaugural Child Safety 
Commissioner Bernie worked hard for 
eight years to enhance the safety and 
wellbeing of Victoria’s children. In March 
2013 Bernie commenced as the Principal 
Commissioner, Commission for Children 
and Young People. The role of the 
Commission is to promote continuous 
improvement and innovation in policy 
and practice in relation to the safety and 
wellbeing of children and young people, 
particularly those who are vulnerable; 
and the provision of out of home care 
services for children. 

Prof Sheryl Hemphill
Sheryl Hemphill is Professor of 
Psychology at Australian Catholic 
University. She has studied the 
development and prevention of 
externalising behaviours (violence, 
bullying, antisocial behaviour) in young 
people for over 20 years. Professor 
Hemphill has also demonstrated the 
negative impact of punitive school 
discipline approaches (e.g., school 
suspension) on student outcomes. She 
has published her work in a range of 
international journals and is active 
in seeking to translate her research 
work into practice and policy. Professor 
Hemphill is a member of the Australian 
Psychological Society’s College of 
Health Psychologists and registered 
with the Australian Health Practitioner 
Regulation Agency Psychology Board.

Prof Sally Kift
Sally Kift is Deputy Vice-Chancellor 
(academic) at James Cook University 
(JCU) and President of the Australian 
Learning and Teaching Fellows (ALTF). 
Prior to commencing at JCU in 2012, 
Sally was a Professor of Law at 
Queensland University of Technology, 
where she also served as Law Faculty 
Assistant Dean, Teaching & Learning 
(2001-2006) and QUT’s foundational 
Director, First Year Experience (2006-
2007). Sally is a national Teaching Award 
winner (2003) and national Program 
Award winner (2007). She was awarded 
a Senior Fellowship by the Australian 
Learning and Teaching Council (ALTC) 
in 2006 to investigate the first year 
experience and is currently a Discipline 
Scholar in Law.  

Mr Andrew Knott
Andrew Knott is Special Counsel at 
TressCox Lawyers.  He was an equity 
partner from 1971-2012 in predecessor 
firms.  Andrew has more than 40 years’ 
experience in employment and industrial 
relations matters, and focuses on 
contractual, industrial, professional 
conduct, equal opportunity issues, and 
public sector employment.  Andrew’s 
principal clients are in the education 
sector, namely the Queensland Teachers’ 
Union and the Queensland Independent 
Education Union.  He also advises 
and represents both employers and 
employees in commercial, non-profit and 
government organisations.  In addition 
to his legal qualifications, Andrew is 
a Certified Professional, Australian 
Human Resources Institute.  Andrew also 
regularly advises clients in the not-for-
profit sector on governance and related 
matters.

Dr Fiona McIntosh 
Fiona McIntosh is the General Manager, 
Programs, at The Alannah and 
Madeline Foundation. Fiona oversees 
the development and delivery of all the 
Foundation’s programs. Prior to this 
role, Fiona spent 12 years at the Boston 
Consulting Group – first as a consultant 
and then as the Global Manager of 
Boston Consulting Group’s worldwide 
organisation practice. Fiona has also 
worked with the International Federation 
of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies 
in Geneva in the area of donor relations, 
as well as spending several years with 
the Victorian Department of Education 
and Early Childhood Development 
(DEECD) focusing primarily on school 
performance.  Fiona has a Doctorate of 
Psychology (Organisational/Industrial) 
and a Bachelor of Arts (Hons) from the 
University of Melbourne. Fiona is also a 
registered psychologist.  

Justice Chris Maxwell AC
Justice Chris Maxwell commenced 
practice at the Bar in 1984. He was 
appointed Queen’s Counsel in 1998. 
He practised mainly in constitutional 
and administrative law. In 1994, he was 
counsel assisting the Judicial Inquiry 
into the Australian Secret Intelligence 
Service. In 2003-4, he undertook a review 
for the Victorian Government of the 
Occupational Health and Safety Act 1985. 
The recommendations of that review 
were implemented in the Occupational 
Health and Safety Act 2004. Justice 
Maxwell was appointed President of the 
Court of Appeal in July 2005.  



Ms Megan Mitchell 
Former Prime Minister Julia Gillard 
announced the appointment of Megan 
Mitchell as Australia’s first National 
Children’s Commissioner in Canberra on 
February 25 2013, marking a significant 
step in the protection of children in 
Australia. Having commenced her term 
on March 25 2013, Megan will focus 
solely on the rights and interests of 
children, and the laws, policies and 
programs that impact on them. Megan 
has had extensive experience in issues 
facing children and young people, having 
worked with children from all types of 
backgrounds, including undertaking 
significant work with vulnerable children. 
She has practical expertise in child 
protection, foster and kinship care, 
juvenile justice, children’s services, child 
care, disabilities, and early intervention 
and prevention services.

Mr Clem Newton-Brown
Clem Newton-Brown is the State 
Member for Prahran. He was Chair 
of the Law Reform Committee which 
has recently released ground-breaking 
recommendations for legislative change 
in the law surrounding sexting. Prior to 
entering state politics, Clem worked as a 
barrister specialising in town planning. 
He is also a former Councillor and 
Deputy Lord Mayor of Melbourne. Having 
a keen interest in the Yarra, Clem also 
started the first water taxi service and a 
café under the Southgate footbridge on 
Melbourne’s iconic river. 

The Hon Alastair Nicholson AO RFD QC
The Hon. Alastair Nicholson AO RFD 
QC is the Chairman of the National 
Centre Against Bullying (NCAB). In this 
role, he chairs a team of comprising 
leading experts in the fields bullying and 
cyberbullying. Alastair was appointed 
as NCAB’s founding Chairman in 2002. 
He was the Chief Justice of the Family 
Court of Australia, a position from which 
he retired in 2004 after 16 years. Prior 
to that, he was a Justice of the Supreme 
Court of Victoria from 1982 to 1988, 
and Chair of the Adult Parole Board of 
Victoria from 1985 to 1988.

Deputy Commissioner  
Michael Phelan APM
Michael Phelan was appointed to the 
Australian Federal Police (AFP) in 1985. 
In July 2013, he took up the position 
of Deputy Commissioner Operations 
where he is responsible for the Crime 
Operations and Serious and Organised 
Crime portfolios including the AFP’s 
overseas network of agents. Mr 
Phelan has previously held positions 
on the Boards of the Australian Crime 
Commission, Crimtrac and the Australian 
and New Zealand Police Advisory Agency. 
Mr Phelan has also previously been a 
member of the ACT Law Reform Advisory 
Council. Mr Phelan was awarded the 
Australian Police Medal in 2008 and 
holds a Degree in Commerce, an 
Honours Degree in Law and a Masters in 
Business Administration from Melbourne 
Business School.    

Prof Ken Rigby
Ken Rigby, PhD is an Adjunct Professor 
in the School of Education and the Hawke 
Research Institute at the University 
of South Australia. He was a school 
teacher in England and Australia, before 
being appointed lecturer in psychology 
and research methods at the South 
Australian Institute of Technology.  
Since 1990, his research has focused 
primarily on issues associated with 
bullying in schools. He has published 
over 100 papers on school bullying and 
authored or co-authored 20 books on 
the subject. He has been employed to 
produce anti-bullying resources and 
to act as educational consultant to the 
Queensland and Victorian Education 
Departments and regularly provides 
workshops for teachers.  His website is  
www.kenrigby.net

Prof Phillip Slee
Phillip Slee is a professor in Human 
Development at the School of Education, 
Flinders University, Adelaide. He 
is a trained teacher and registered 
psychologist. His principal areas of 
research interest include child and 
adolescent mental health, childhood 
bullying/aggression, stress and teacher 
education.  His particular interest is in 
the practical and policy implications of 
his research, and he has presented his 
work nationally and internationally in 
workshops and lectures. His research 
team evaluated the KidsMatter Primary 
mental Health Initiative and the 
KidsMatter Early Childhood mental 
health initiative. He is the Director of the 
Flinders Centre for ‘Student Wellbeing & 
Prevention of Violence’ (SWAPv).

Dr Barbara Spears
Barbara Spears is a leading researcher 
in the fields of: cyberbullying; bullying; 
youth voice; and peer relationships.  
A former primary school teacher, she 
is a senior academic at the University 
of South Australia. She is the lead 
researcher for the Young and Well CRC 
Safe and Well Online project, which 
explores technologies as settings to build 
safe and supportive online environments 
and to provide strategies and tools that 
promote cybersafety, mental health 
and wellbeing. Barbara is a founding 
member of the Australian Universities 
Anti-bullying Research Alliance (AUARA) 
and is an active member of several 
national and international committees 
dedicated to improving young peoples’ 
lives.

Ms Kelly Tallon
Kelly Tallon, B.A. (Pennsylvania State 
University), J.D. (Harvard Law School), 
LL.M. (University of New South Wales), 
is the Cyber Project Coordinator at 
the National Children’s and Youth Law 
Centre (NCYLC). Kelly first became 
interested in youth online safety and the 
law as a clinical student with Harvard’s 
Berkman Center for Internet and Society. 
After graduating from Harvard, Kelly 
enrolled in UNSW’s Media & Technology 
Law program and joined the NCYLC team 
as a Project Officer on the New Voices/
New Laws project, which endeavoured 
to educate young people in New South 
Wales about the criminal laws that 
can apply to online behaviour. She now 
coordinates NCYLC’s Lawmail practice, 
responding to legal queries from children 
and young people across Australia on a 
variety of topics, including how to resolve 
online conflict.

The Hon Frank Vincent
The Hon Frank Vincent was appointed a 
Judge of the Supreme Court of Victoria 
in 1985 and at the time of his retirement 
in 2009 he had been a Judge of the 
Court of Appeal for nine years. He was 
Deputy Chair and then Chair of the 
Victorian Adult Parole Board, a position 
he occupied for 17 years. He has also 
served as a member of the Victorian 
Law Reform Commission, consultant to 
the Australian Law Reform Commission 
and Chairman of the Victorian 
Criminal Bar Association and since 
his retirement he has been appointed 
by successive Attorneys General to 
conduct two inquiries into matters 
of public importance. The Hon Frank 
Vincent is currently Adjunct Professor 
(International Legal Education), 
Provost Sir Zelman Cowen Centre and 
Distinguished University Fellow at 
Victoria University.



make yourself at home

  SOUTHBANK    MELBOURNE CBD  |  SHORTSTAY.COM.AU

Melbourne Short Stay Apartments presents a range of 
1, 2 & 3 bedroom apartments in locations across 
Southbank & Melbourne’s CBD.

Our fully furnished, self-contained apartments are ideal for 
business & leisure travellers alike, catering for stays 
as short as 2 nights.

Enjoy secure buildings, personal service, convenient 
locations & access to leisure facilities.

For more information, phone 1800 008 910 & speak to 
our friendly team, or email info@shortstay.com.au 

Scan here 
to visit our 

website



The Alannah and Madeline Foundation is 
a national charity protecting children from 
violence and its devastating impact.

The Foundation was set up in memory 
of Alannah and Madeline Mikac, aged six 
and three, who were tragically killed with 
their mother and 32 others at Port Arthur, 
Tasmania, on 28 April 1996. 

In memory of his daughters, Walter Mikac 
and a small group of volunteers – including 
Gaye and John Fidler who survived Port 
Arthur – set up the Foundation, with 
the belief that all children should have a 
safe and happy childhood without being 
subjected to violence. The then Prime 
Minister launched the Foundation on 30 
April 1997. 

Now in its 16th year, The Alannah and 
Madeline Foundation runs innovative 
programs and initiatives, including: 

• Children Ahead – an intensive support 
program helping children to recover from 
serious violence and trauma. 

• Buddy Bags – provides essential items 
to thousands of children in emergency 
accommodation nationwide. The 
Foundation has delivered more than 
37,000 Buddy Bags to children across the 
country. 

• Refuge Therapeutic Support Program 
– provides annual grants for a range of 
group therapeutic programs for children 
in refuges who have experienced serious 
violence. 

• Better Buddies Framework – helps 
students entering their !rst year of 
primary school to feel safe, valued and 
connected to the school community. 
Launched in 2000, Better Buddies is now 
in more than 1,150 schools nationwide, 
and has also been adopted in Denmark, 
Singapore and Dubai. 

• eSmart, an initiative of The Alannah and 
Madeline Foundation, is a world-leading 
behaviour change  initiative designed 
to improve cybersafety and address 
cyberbullying. The Foundation’s aim is 
to create an eSmart Australia, to ensure 
everyone is smart, safe and responsible 
when online and using technology.  
This cybersafety system is designed for 
speci!c settings:

 eSmart Schools –  a quality assurance 
system to help schools manage 
cybersafety and deal with bullying and 
cyberbullying. 

 eSmart Libraries – similar to eSmart 
Schools, a custom-designed cybersafety 
system for public libraries. 

 eSmart Homes (in development) – aims 
to provide parents with a cybersafety 
home audit tool and will include succinct, 
insightful information for parents and 
carers.

 eSmart Digital Licence (in development) 
–  an online experience for both parents 
and children, aimed at stimulating 
interaction and conversations about how 
to enjoy the great bene!ts technology 
brings to their lives, and at the same 
time developing safe and responsible 
behaviours online.

 eSmart Workplaces (in development) 
– A quality assurance system for 
workplaces to ensure cybersafety and 
well-being programs are best practice. 
All workplaces will be encouraged to be 
smart, safe and responsible in relation 
to employee well-being, both on and 
o"ine.

• Children365 – an initiative that 
encourages the community to celebrate 
children every day of the year. The 
concept for Children365 was developed 
after the tragic death of Darcey Freeman, 
aged four, in January 2009.

• National Centre Against Bullying 
(NCAB) – a peak body working to advise 
and inform the Australian community on 
the issue of childhood bullying and the 
creation of safe schools and communities, 
including the issue of cybersafety. 

The Foundation also runs three major 
events: 

• Starry Starry Night – the Foundation’s 
annual charity ball. The much-anticipated 
gala event features singing, dancing and 
entertainment from Australia’s favourite 
celebrities and raises much-needed funds 
to support the Foundation’s work. 

• NCAB Conference – a biennial 
conference in Melbourne, bringing 
together leading local and international 
experts to discuss the serious issue of 
bullying. 

• National Buddy Day – a joint initiative of 
NAB and the Foundation, National Buddy 
Day aims to celebrate friendships and 
highlight the important issue of bullying. 

 

The Alannah and Madeline Foundation
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