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Why should we focus on the Early 
Childhood Context? 

1. Early childhood settings are where most children first observe or 
fall victim to bullying 

2. Early childhood educators are in a unique and exceptional 
position; experiences during early childhood lay the foundation 
for later experiences   

3. Socio-emotional and educational benefits of EARLY intervention 
and the limited success experienced by school-based 
intervention and prevention efforts. 







From a research perspective … 

• Highly variable – dependent on measures used 

• 1 in 5 young children engage in victimisation incidents 

• Larger number of children are targeted by aggressive 
children – young perpetrators more indiscriminate in 
selection of victims 

• Majority of incidents are temporal and diminish 

Rates of Bullying &Victimisation 



It’s no longer a question of do 
they or don’t they … what we 
need to be asking is who’s 
involved, what form does it take 
and why? 



“Same but different …” 



From a research perspective … 

• Aggression typically exhibited in different ways (more direct 
forms) 

• Tendency toward more direct forms of relational aggression 
“You can’t play with us” 

• Clear identification of victims and perpetrators of bullying 

• Lack of understanding of peripheral roles (i.e., reinforcers or 
defenders) 

 

Forms and Functions 



What are the pathways to 
bullying and victimization? 



Culture 

Community 

Preschool 

Peers 

Family 

Child 



• Genetics, gender, age, behavioural and socioemotional 
characteristics, social cognitions Individual 

• Parent-child relationships, parenting practices, familial 
conflict, family structure and socioeconomic status Family 

• Group social status, reciprocal friendships, peer group 
attitudes Peers 

• Classroom ecologies, preschool climate, quality of 
teacher-child relationships, teacher management 
strategies 

Preschool 



From a research perspective … 

 

• Challenges with current approaches to 
measurement 

• General reluctance to accept young children 
are capable of bullying 

• Lack of awareness = lack of response 

 

What are the Inherent Challenges? 



http://www.newstimes.com/local/article/Huckleberry-Hill-students-learn-a-little-kindness-747258.php 



Where to from here …? 



From a research perspective … 

 

• Greater commitment at a National level – strong 
administrative leadership, ongoing education of staff; 
critical factors in sustaining efforts to prevent bullying 

• Only limited information about bullying in key National 
documents (Early Years Learning Framework; Educators’ 
Guide to the Early Years Learning Framework; The Guide to 
the National Quality Standard) 

 

From an Educational Perspective … 



Element 5.2.2: Each child is supported to manage their own 
behaviour, respond appropriately to the behaviour of others and 
communicate effectively to resolve conflicts.  
 

Assessors may observe: Responding promptly to children 
aggressive or bullying behaviour 

Assessors may discuss how: Support children who are subject to 
aggressive or bullying behaviour, including social isolation and, 
where applicable, cyber-bullying. 

 

Quality Area 5: Relationships with Children 
 



From a research perspective … 

 

• Greater focus within pre-service teacher education 
(identification and management) - early childhood teachers 
insecurity about their right to intervene and their ability to 
solve problems often prevents them from taking action 

• Need to focus on policy development and approaches to 
intervention (past research suggest more comprehensive 
the policy = greater confidence in approach to 
management) 

From an Educational Perspective … 



From a research perspective … 

 

• Increased parental involvement/education and improved 
communication between parents and early childhood 
teachers around bullying 

• Build on the history of collaboration at federal, state and 
community level that already exists (ECE professionals 
can support community-wide initiatives by informing and 
involving existing partners) 

From an Educational Perspective … 



From a research perspective … 

 

• Development of reliable and valid measures of bullying  

• Increased need for longitudinal research (starting at 3 
years of age) 

• Investigation of bystander reactions and peer interventions 
during the victimisation process 

From a Research Perspective … 



From a research perspective … 

 

• Greater understanding of how intra-individual factors 
(i.e., social cognitions, theory of mind) influence bullying 
prevalence among preschool-age sample 

• Increased understanding about the role of the early 
childhood environment 

From a Research Perspective … 


