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Personal introduction:

1. An academic at Flinders University with responsibility for coordinating the 

Secondary pre-service teachers courses. 

2. With my husband a farmer in the Clare Valley in South Australia

3. Parent of four boys and grandparent to five grandchildren ages 9 to 3 years. 

4. Active parent participant particularly as a member of school governing councils, and 

2 two year terms on the State Council of the South Australian Association of State 

School Organisations, and a member of NCAB since about 2004. 
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Bullying is ongoing misuse of power in relationships through repeated verbal, physical or 

social behaviour that causes harm. 

Cyber safety has a focus on supporting young people to use the web safely, equipping 

young people with the digital skills to protect them on line, promoting both safety and 

security. A key tool for this is the eSmart Digital Licence promoted by the Alannah and 

Madeline Foundation. 

Cyber safety is important for student wellbeing, and essential for academic and social 

development. 

Schools, families and communities have a responsibility to provide a safe online 

environment for young people. Responsibility extends beyond schools as young people 

can be subjected to cyber bullying 24 hours a day seven days a week – that is much 

cyberbullying can occur outside of school hours and away from the school premises. 

The Safe Schools Framework has 9 elements, with the ninth being ‘Partnerships with 

families and communities’. 
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Key partnerships with families, community organisations and justice system staff help to 

create a consistent and supportive approach to safety and wellbeing.

9.1 Partnerships with families and community

Some key questions for this point: How can we encourage parents to 

• work with the school and support its responses to safety and wellbeing issues?

• act as good role models?

• advise their children in appropriate and constructive ways

• let the school know if they have any concerns about the safety and wellbeing of their 

own child or any other students?

How can we provide parents and carers with opportunities to gain knowledge about 

cyber safety; and the social and emotional skills that are age-appropriate for their child?

How can we refer parents and carers to reliable and credible sites about cyber safety 

and bullying prevention and management? 
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Lonergan (2006) tells us that often schools, particularly secondary schools, do not see 

parents as having a role in the school education of their children. While this is perhaps 

too much of a generalisation, there is an element of truth in this claim. She tells us there 

are barriers to parent engagement – with the talk of teachers often being about how 

parents are not interested, older students not wanting their parents at their school, 

holding the view parents are likely to make too many demands, and that the expertise 

for education resides with teachers. Parents are known to talk about how schools are 

not welcoming, do not value the information they can share about their children, and 

only contact them when things go wrong. Again, a range of views of schools by parents 

which are generalisations but which do include elements of truth. One way the 

relationship between parents and the school could be evaluated is by analysing the 

content of school newsletters, which can be an important indicator of the relationship 

being nurtured with parents and caregivers, and space for parents to speak into what is 

occurring in the school. 

At a previous NCAB conference a presenter talked about a project which brought many 

parents and members of students’ extended families into a school in a disadvantaged 

area of Melbourne. The students had planted tomato seeds and they were very excited 

as their seeds germinated and grew into seedlings. We were told that as a result of this 

student excitement and pride in their growing tomato plants they encouraged parents 

and other members of their extended family to come and view their seedlings. There 

was a steady stream of visitors to the classroom. 

I often think about what might be the equivalent of the small tomato seed that can be a 
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catalyst for bringing parents into other schools and seeing what their children are 

learning. In what ways can the equivalent of the tomato seed be used to build strong and 

productive partnerships of schools with parents and care givers? 
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Here Lonergan is suggesting that parents should have a key role in the education of their 

children.

Also, “The research makes it clear that parents’ or caregivers’ behaviours, practices, and 

attitudes at home—as well as their involvement with school and other institutions—

strongly influence children’s learning.” (Weiss & Stephen, 2009, p. 12)

Promoting school – parent/carer links requires shared responsibility for learning 

outcomes, and co-constructed policies and interventions. These are built on 

comprehensive programs of clear communication developing co-constructed plans and 

activities, and efforts to engage all parents in strategic and comprehensive ways, 

professional development including for parents, and organisational capacity building. 

(Weiss & Stephen, 2009, p. 15)

These authors are suggesting that the partnership between parents/caregivers and 

schools is vitally important. And that parents also need opportunities to learn if they are 

to be constructively involved in the school education of their children. 

In relation to cyberbullying, for many parents there is a need to resources that will assist 

them in supporting their children to find ways to remain safe from cyberbullying. 
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An example of professional development that could be provided for parents to build the 

relationship to support cyber safety. 

Here the focus is on good communication between parents/carers and their young 

people.

As Donna Cross indicated yesterday in her presentation, working with young people in 

relation to appropriate and safe use of digital media needs to begin early as it is difficult 

to institute later. 

Also a sheet by Hindiya and Patchin (2014) has 10 tips for  parents for preventing 

cyberbullying. Point 8 suggests a contract as suggested by Donna yesterday. [Sheet 

available at http://cyberbullying.org/Top-Ten-Tips-Parents-Cyberbullying-Prevention.pdf 

]
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And many others. Links to sites can be part of ongoing professional development and a 

key part of the sharing of resources between schools and parents/carers.
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As I was preparing this presentation Pokemon GO was released and very quickly became 

a popular past time for many young people. In South Australia this game was released 

part way through the first week of the July school holidays. Thus this game presented an 

opportunity to think about the challenges and dangers that may be presented to 

families, where responses would be based on attitudes and practices already established 

in the family about the use of digital media. 

My interest in potential problems posed by the software were piqued in the first few 

days by a story about activity using the software alerting others to the location of a 

group of young people, thus placing them in danger. Questions about the use of the 

software were focused on the sorts of critical thinking young people need to engage in 

as they participate in the game if they are to keep themselves safe and interact with 

others. 

I downloaded the software with the intention of engaging with the game, but was 

unsuccessful. I searched for initial information and responses to the game using Twitter. 

The following slides are screen shots of material located on Twitter related to this game. 
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There are warnings posted on the website, the example here is in relation to joining 

teams, with the important reminder about taking care about revealing personal 

information to people the player does not know. Both the providers of the software and 

organisations concerned about the safety of young people were quick to highlight the 

importance of ensuring personal safety. Here the advice is about interacting safely with 

others when joining a team and a gym. 

There are also warnings in various places about being mindful of surroundings when 

hunting for Pokemon. 
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Another drawback is the option of spending money online – not necessary but an 

attractive opportunity. I am not aware of excess expenditure being a problem at this 

time. 

The use of incense and lure modules attracts Pokemon, and this will attract other 

players. The use of either of these devices will increase the likelihood of others being 

attracted to the location of a player. The presence of players, particularly if they given an 

indication of successfully catching a Pokemon will also attract others. I have heard an 

anecdote of an adult male indicating success catching a Pokemon and being followed to 

his car by several teenaged girls. 
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This is an example of an organisation’s information for parents with three key points for 

them to be aware of. 
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This is the first of two examples of Pokemon being found in locations it is not 

appropriate for young people to go to. Here the business owner has sought assistance. 
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Here, a business owner is expressing a high level of frustration at the number of visitors 

entering their premises. 
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Here a university library is inviting people in to locate Pokemon! Their presence is a 

positive. 
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This Tweet was published less than week after the game was released. Clearly these two 

men had each spent quite a bit of time playing the game already. 

Even if the final paragraph is ‘tongue-in-cheek’ it is still a worrying development. 

A closer look at the text shows the effect of a lure in attracting another person, and 

which in this case lead to two people who did not know each other sharing quite a lot of 

personal information within a short period of time. 

The game has encouraged young people outside exploring their local environment as 

they hunt for Pokemon. The game can also be played with parents playing with and 

guiding their young children, as we learn was the case for Charles and his son. In the 

early days of playing this game the outdoor exercise and the social interaction are being 

presented as significant positives. 

What can we learn about the role of parents in this scenario and how their partnership 

with the school can contribute?

Given the very rapid popularity of this game, and the fact it was released during school 

holidays knowledge about cybersafety help by students and parents needed to be based 

on core principles of identifying potentially unsafe situations:

• Awareness of following or attracting unwelcome strangers

• Remaining aware of physical surroundings (not usually a problem with the use of 

digital media)

• Keeping obsession with playing within reasonable bounds

• Not straying into unsafe physical locations and not being part of a group who become 
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an unwelcome intrusion

• Finding ways to enable younger children to participate safely, usually by playing with a 

parent/carer. 

While these points would appear obvious to some parents/carers, for others a joint 

partnership between the school and parents/carers would be important. This software 

appears to be a safer part of the digital world so perhaps a rather benign example of

where young people may go in the cyberworld, but it does offer a means of identifying 

some of the core principles which can be imparted by to young people by their parents, 

supported by a partnership with their childrens’ schools. 
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